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The Hickory Choral Society is a funded affiliate of the United Arts Council of Catawba County
The Hickory Choral Society is excited about the wonderful music that has been selected
for our Spring Concert by the guest conductor, Dr. Bingham (Bing) Vick, Jr. The three works
present a broad concert repertoire of compositions by Bernstein, Brahms and Dan Forrest,
a Hickory Choral Society friend and favored composer.
The Chichester Psalms, composed by Leonard Bernstein in 1965, is a work in three
movements commissioned for the cathedral choirs of Chichester, Winchester and Salisbury in Great Britain. It is a choral setting of Hebrew psalm texts. This is Bernstein’s version
of church music and is rhythmic and dramatic, yet fundamentally spiritual.
“Nänie”, a song of lamentation was composed by Johannes Brahms in 1881 and is based
on the Friedrich Schiller text - a meditation on the death of all things, particularly the
beautiful. Schiller's poem is titled “Nänie,” a Latin term for a funeral dirge. Traditionally sung by the surviving
parents of a deceased (young) person, Brahms composed the music in memory of his good friend, Anselm
Feuerbach, a painter who died in January 1880. The work is dedicated to Feuerbach’s mother.
Dan Forrest is no stranger to the Hickory Choral Society. His “The Requiem for the Living,” was commissioned
by the group in 2012. An extended musical composition, it was the most performed work in the US, Europe, and
Asia last year. The Hickory Choral Society presented his second extended work, “Jubilate Deo” at our 40th
Anniversary Spring Concert in 2018. Sung in several languages, it is one of the most powerful works performed
by the choir.
This spring, HCS will be performing Forrest’s “LUX: The Dawn from on High.” This piece was commissioned by
the Greenville Chorale and premiered in April 2018 under the direction of our guest conductor, Bing Vick. The
five-movement work explores various facets of LUX, which is Latin for light. The texts range from ancient liturgical chants to modern secular love poetry. Written in 2018, the music of “LUX” was inspired thematically and
spiritually by these profound texts.
We are grateful for underwriting support from Corning Optical Communications, which helped make this
concert possible. Without the ongoing commitment and financial support from sponsors like Corning, we would
not be able to bring such high quality music and guest conductors to our community.
The venue for our Spring Concert will once again be First Baptist Church in Hickory, North Carolina. We are
fortunate to have the use of this beautiful sanctuary again for one of our concerts, as they soon will be beginning renovations there. In fact, we had been planning to use a different venue for this concert, but please be
assured that the concert will take place at First Baptist Church in Hickory. An article on page 3 explains more
information about this change. We look forward to seeing you at First Baptist Church for the exciting music
program that we have planned. - -Don Coleman

Spring Concert
Sunday, March 31 @ 3 PM
First Baptist Church, Hickory

WELCOME Guest Conductor, Bing Vick
Hickory Choral Society is pleased to welcome a distinguished guest conductor to the
podium for our Spring 2019 concert - Dr. Bingham Vick, Jr. His outstanding musical
career is both long and impressive. Dr. Vick is in his thirty-eighth season as Artistic
Director and Conductor of the Greenville Chorale. Since 1981 he has expanded the
repertoire of the Chorale and excited the Chorale’s ever-growing audience with highly
acclaimed performances of great choral-orchestral literature. In 1997 he founded and
continues to conduct the professional Choral Chamber Ensemble. Dr. Vick retired as
Professor Emeritus from Furman University in May, 2010. He was Director of Furman
Singers for forty years
At Furman, in addition to his choral work, Vick taught voice, conducting, choral
literature, and vocal-choral methods. Under Vick’s direction, the Furman Singers performed at many Southern
Division and National Conventions of the American Choral Directors Association and for conventions of the
Music Educators National Conference. Through annual tours in the East and Southeastern United States and
nineteen concert tours to Europe, the Furman Singers performed in many of the great cathedrals of Europe,
Russia, and the British Isles, and in the great churches of the United States.
As an educator, Dr. Vick has trained many outstanding public school and church musicians, as well as
collegiate conductors and teachers. He published a conducting textbook, Conducting – What Matters Most
(2003). Vick is a Life Member of the American Choral Directors Association (a past president of the thirteenstate Southern Division of ACDA), and an active member of the Music Educator’s National Conference and the
International Federation for Choral Music.
A native of Charlotte, NC, he earned degrees from Stetson University and Northwestern University, where
he was a student of Margaret Hillis and Assistant Conductor of the Chicago Symphony Chorus. He sang for
several years in the Robert Shaw Festival Chorus, conducted by Robert Shaw.
In 1984, Dr. Vick received the Furman University Meritorious Teacher Award. In 2000 he was presented the
Order of the Palmetto by the Governor of South Carolina for his outstanding contributions and service to the
arts in the state. Dr. Vick was honored by the South Carolina Arts Commission in 2004 with the Elizabeth
O’Neill Verner Governor’s Award for his distinctive leadership and excellence in the arts. Dr. Vick was presented the Distinguished Alumnus Award from his alma mater, Stetson University, in the spring of 2005.
We are excited to work with Dr. Vick for this concert, and hope that our audience will be equally pleased
with the result!

Hickory Choral Society Children’s Choral Camp
Monday - Friday, June 24 - 28, 2019 8:50 AM - Noon
SALT Block ~ Price: $35.00
A one week, half-day (8:50 AM - Noon) summer choral camp for rising
4th - 6th grade students to gain basic choral fundamentals through vocal classes.
There will be a parent/family/friend observation time on Friday.

Please contact Bonita Ferretti in the HCS office at noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org
or 828-322-2210 for more information.
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Spring Concert IS at First Baptist Church in Hickory
In case you have heard otherwise, please be aware that Hickory Choral Society‘s Spring concert is at First Baptist
Church in Hickory again this year. We are fortunate for the long-term support we have received from First Baptist
Church, where we have traditionally held our Spring and Fall concerts for many years. Soon, major renovations will
be taking place in their sanctuary and as a result we thought that the sanctuary would be unavailable for our Spring
concert this year, but the renovations have not yet begun and First Baptist Church has graciously made their beautiful space available to us again this year. You may have heard that the concert was going to be at the Harvest Bible
Chapel, and we are grateful to them for their support as well, however their stage is not quite large enough to
accommodate all our singers and instrumentalists for our Spring concert this year, so we made the decision to have
the concert at First Baptist. Hickory Choral Society has been blessed for many years by the support of the entire
community, including the gracious support of several churches that have allowed us to use their beautiful facilities
over the years. We hope to have a concert at Harvest Bible Chapel at some point in the future when we do not need
such a large orchestra. They have a beautiful facility with comfortable seating and ample parking. For this year,
though, we look forward to seeing you again at First Baptist Church in Hickory at 3 PM on Sunday, March 31.

The Perfect Gift
Your Favorite HCS Concert on CD
We have many of your favorite
Hickory Choral
Society performances available on CD for purchase
at our office. Prices start at $16.00. What a wonderful gift for a special occasion—the gift of music from
the Hickory Choral Society! If you are looking for that
certain concert recording, give Bonita Ferretti a call
at 828-322-2210. Many of our CD’s are also available for purchase in the Hickory Museum of Art Gift
Shop.

Monday Evening, May 20, 2019

MAY WE HAVE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS?
We’ve learned from experience
(snow, snow, snow) that sometimes
we need to contact you with important
information and updates.
Please take a moment and send your address
to noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org
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Hickory Choral Society Spring 2019 Concert Tour
AMERICAN CELEBRATION OF MUSIC
In Austria and the Czech Republic
This spring 55 HCS singers and 22 family members/friends take off on a new
musical adventure to several of the most beautiful and art-filled areas of the
world! After flying into Munich, Germany, we will board buses for a scenic ride to
Salzburg, Austria. Salzburg, the birthplace of famed composer, WA Mozart, is
divided by the Salzach River, with Medieval and Baroque buildings of the Altstadt
(old city) on its left bank, facing the 19th century Neustadt (New City) on its right.
HCS will have the opportunity to enjoy the Mozarthaus which is preserved as a
museum. Among the many exhibits are Mozart’s childhood instruments and
family memorabilia. We will have the honor to sing for Sunday’s 11:30 Mass at the
Salzburg Cathedral (the Dom) which is the 17th century Baroque cathedral of the
Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Salzburg. Other highlights of our time in Salzburg include a Sound of Music city
tour, a cable car ride up to the Hohensalzburg Fortress, the Mirabell Palace and Gardens, Helbrunn Palace and
much more.
The next morning, HCS boards the buses again to St. Michael’s church in Mondsee, (Moon Lake), which is the site of The Sound of Music wedding. We will then
head to Melk for a tour of Melk Abbey (overlooking the Danube River), which is a
monastery for Benedictine Monks. Portions of the structure date back to 900. A
short concert will be performed here.
Vienna, Austria, considered by many to be the musical capital of the world, is the
next stop for several days. Highlights here include tours to the Imperial Palace, State
Opera, Town Hall, Burgkapelle (home of the Vienna Choir
Boys Choir), Strauss Monument, Schonbrunn Palace, and
Haus der Musik (House of Music).
An evening concert in Vienna will be performed at the
Minoriten-kirche, (Friars Conventual Church) on the following day. It is related to the monastic Order of Friars Minor
Conventual monks. It is built in French Gothic style in the First District of Vienna. This
concert is part of the American Celebration of Music in Austria.
The next day, we stop at the Vienna Central Cemetery, which houses the Mozart Memorial and the grave sites of Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, Strauss and others. The
monuments are breathtaking!!! Then, we're on our way to the beautiful and colorful
city of Prague in the Czech Republic. Visits to the Mozart Musuem, Dvorak’s home,
the Charles Bridge, Old Town Square, the Astronomical Clock, the Castle District and
the Jewish Quarter are highlights of our visit to Prague.
A performance as part of the American Celebration of Music in Prague will be held
at St. Salvator Church, a city landmark, built by the Jesuits in Gothic style between
1578-1601. Beautiful Baroque details were added between 1649-1654. The HCS late
afternoon concert will be held, followed by a farewell dinner before our departure
the next morning.
Thank you to Music Celebrations International for a well-planned tour!!
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Take Advantage of our Newly Renamed Music Library
Ever wonder what happens to the music that the Hickory Choral Society (HCS) uses in its concerts after they
are performed? The Choral Society’s extensive repertoire includes well known pieces from famous composers
such as John Rutter, Mack Wilberg, R. Vaughan Williams, Sir David Willcocks and Ola Gjeilo…just to name a few.
In the early 1980’s, not long after HCS began, one of our charter singers, alto I.G. Hamlin, had a vision to start a
lending library of music performed by our group. Considering the wide range of genres sung by our group such
as early renaissance, romantic and classical periods, modern, show tunes, patriotic, popular songs and new
music composed by young and upcoming composers, our 40+ year inventory includes a multitude of compositions.
In the spirit of volunteerism that the Choral Society seems to bring out in people, I. G. started to file all the
songs in order so that they could be borrowed by the community. After 40 years, our musical collection of
printed music fills two large rooms. A new addition to the library over the past five years has been the music
performed at the Children’s Choral Camp held each summer at the SALT Block.
The library was a passion project for I.G., and was named in her honor. Paulette Lael, a current singer and
former mathematics teacher, promised to volunteer with the library after retirement and took up the torch after
I.G. She has worked tirelessly to keep the library in order, and has filed and refiled music as it comes and goes
from our library.
Last fall, during our 40th anniversary, the name of our music lending
library was officially amended to be “The I. G. Hamlin and Paulette
Lael Music Library”. It is with grateful appreciation that we recognize
such dedicated members of the HCS family and this special labor of
love.
We encourage anyone who works for a church music program or is
a music teacher in one of our area schools to come by and visit our
music library during the office hours at HCS. You can also call the
office to see if we have a particular piece you may want to borrow.
Our lending library is one way that we give back to the community
who has generously supported HCS and the arts for so many years.
UPCOMING CONCERTS
Hickory Choral Society
Summer Pops Concert
SALT Block - North Lawn
Sunday, May 19, 2019 @ 6 PM
(Rain Date: June 2 @ 6 PM)
Fall Concert
Sunday, October 27, 2019
Location: TBD
Christmas Concerts
December 6, 7, & 8, 2019
Corinth Reformed Church

Page 5

Hickory Choral Society Auxiliary
The Hickory Choral Society has always been able to attribute much of its success to the
tremendous level of volunteerism and support found in the surrounding area. The Hickory Choral
Society Auxiliary, better known as the “Grace Notes,” was created to give non-singing volunteers an
official opportunity to be an integral part of our gift to the community. Grace Notes membership is
composed primarily of former singers, spouses, adult children of current singers, and persons from
the greater arts community who exhibit a love for choral music. Assistance comes in a variety of
forms including ushering; assisting patrons and contributors at the information table during concerts;
helping the Hickory Choral Society office manager with mailings and other office duties; and
planning for various Hickory Choral Society events. Grace Notes members are able to help in any way
that makes the Hickory Choral Society effective in bringing excellent choral music to the Unifour.
The Hickory Choral Society is extremely grateful for the efforts of all of its Grace Notes
members – present and past. Please consider giving the gift of your time and special talents to the
Hickory Choral Society. By becoming an member of the Hickory Choral Society Auxiliary, you can
make a significant difference in helping our organization reach its full potential. Anyone interested in
becoming an auxiliary member should contact the Hickory Choral Society office at (828) 322-2210 or
noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org.

2018-2019 Grace Notes Members
Byrd Cornwell, Susan Griffis, Rusty Isenhour, Bill Karslake, Jan Knotts, Leon and Elinor Lewis,
David Ludwig, Mary Anne and Bill Milholland, Robbin Osborne, Nellie Pruitt,
Ellen Robbins, Mickey Shuford, Becky Simpson, Amy Sipe, Carol Stephan,
Loretta Stephenson, Mary Ann Troutman, Denise Volz, Beth Whicker
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Hickory Choral Society Summer Pops Concert
SALT Block - North Lawn
SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019 6:00 PM
(RAIN DATE – SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019)

Come experience the Hickory Choral Society in an exciting Fifth Annual Pops Concert featuring “Music from
the Movies”. As always, bring your favorite food, drinks, blankets, chairs or anything else you need to enjoy a
fun evening of familiar movie tunes with family and friends.
We always appreciate the City of Hickory and the Hickory Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau for sponsoring this special and well-attended concert. We are also most appreciative of our faithful and generous supporters and wonderful volunteers. Without all of you, we would be unable to do what we do!!
Be sure to note the change in location due to work being done downtown. Mark your calendar for the rain
date as well, in case of a weather delay. Otherwise, we will see you on May 19th!!

Hickory Choral Society 2019 Children’s Choral Camp
June 24-28 @ SALT Block
The Hickory Choral Society 2019 Children's Choral Camp is coming soon: June 24 - June 28. This is the 5th
year of our summer Choral Camp. If you know of a rising 4-6 grader who loves to sing - we want them. They
may apply by calling Bonita at the HCS office or by talking to their elementary music teacher to receive an
application. Tuition is $35 for the week. Register your singer soon.....Choral Camp fills up quickly!
We are honored to welcome Sarah Luhrs as our camp conductor this year. She holds a Bachelor of Music
degree from St. Olaf College, where she played the clarinet and piano in the St. Olaf Band and sang in
Cantorei. A Midwest native, she performed with the Kids from Wisconsin as well as Minneapolis based
National Lutheran Choir. Sarah taught in elementary and middle schools in Minnesota and Florida, working
mostly with general music and chorus students. More recently, she has worked with local church choirs. She
has completed coursework towards an M.A. in music education through the University of St. Thomas in St.
Paul, MN, with an emphasis in choral conducting. Sarah lives in Hickory with her husband and three
children.
Choral Camp is held in the J Don Coleman Rehearsal Hall at the SALT Block in Hickory. A typical day at
camp will find singers rehearsing for two hours, break for a snack, and then go explore other SALT Block
affiliates - the Hickory Museum of Art and the Catawba Science Center. Rick Cline will also be leading a
drumming class. Camp times are 8:50 - noon. Parent and singer feedback from the past four years has been
outstanding and we are looking forward to another great camp this year.
Remember, Choral Camp fills up quickly…so register soon!
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Board of Directors
J. Don Coleman
Conductor

Contributions to the
J. Don Coleman Endowment Fund
In memory of Norma Nuhrah Harris and in honor of Beth Brandes
by Mary Texer

Celia Sexton
Tammy Shook
Associate Conductors

In honor of Sharon Milligan
by Kay and Drew Dodd

Don Mott
President
Karen Whitworth
Vice-President

In memory of Rebecca Strawn Woods
by DeLane Bowman

David Abernethy
Secretary

In memory of Sir David Willcocks
by Janet and Wade Poust

Roger Bowman
Treasurer
Lu Litton Griffin
Publicity

Video equipment
by Bobby & Brenda Bush

Bucky Robbins
Business Properties
Thomas Griffis
Past President
Merinda Grant-Class of 2019
Kathy Mott-Class of 2020
Denise Bilhorn-Class of 2021
Members-at-Large

Thank you
Paul van Breeman
for many of the photographs we use in our newsletters.
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