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Fall Concert Preview

HCS Fall Concert

 There is much debate 
around the topic of why 
music is valuable to human 
society. Some people point 
to music’s utility, that is, 
the many non-musical 
benefits, such as improved 
concentration, kid’s math 
and reading skills, teamwork, 
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physical and mental health, and friendships, as the 
activity’s most important impact. Others focus on 
music’s aesthetic value, claiming that the art has 
worth in and of itself. “Music for Music’s sake!” they 
say. Both sides have a place and there’s really no 
reason to focus on one side at the expense of the 
other, a reality acknowledged in the newly-adopted 
HCS Mission Statement:

Hickory Choral Society transforms lives through 
performance, support of music education, and the 
advancement of social harmony in the North Carolina 
Foothills and beyond.

 Through the statement, HCS acknowledges 
music’s aesthetic value by striving to bring beauty into 
the world through artistic choral music performances 
that inspire and transform our audiences. We also 
appreciate music’s utilitarian value, with a particular 
focus on human connection, and bring together 
people from diverse backgrounds to bring about 
harmony that is musical and social.
 To that end, the upcoming October 23 Fall 
Concert at Lenoir Rhyne’s P.E. Monroe Auditorium will 
endeavor to challenge barriers to social connection, 
including age, campus/town divisions, education 
level, race, ethnicity, status, gender, and more, as 
HCS joins forces with the LR Youth Chorus (LRYC), LR 
A Cappella Choir, CVCC Choirs, and select area church 

choir members. Guest conductors Drs. Frances 
Fonza and Brandon Boyd, (see article on page 7) will 
expertly guide singers in rehearsal and performance 
and demonstrate how the power of music making 
can be especially strong for nurturing common goals, 
cooperation, equal status, and friendships among 
participants. Even with the concert’s utilitarian 
focus on social connection, the sight and sound 
-- the aesthetic! -- of 200 singers from the region’s 
choral community joining together will be worth the 
experience in and of itself. We hope you can join us!

Ryan Luhrs
Artistic Director & Conductor



 Our fiscal year begins in July, and with it we also transition to a new Board of Directors.  I’d like to 
welcome those who are new to the board this year, or new to their role on the board: Gail Summer as 
Vice President, Kathy Ivey as Secretary, Gene Teague as Property Manager, Marty Light as a new Member-
at-Large, and Grant Logan who will be filling the remaining two years of Gail Summer’s Member-at-Large 
term due to her move to Vice President.  You will have the opportunity to ‘meet’ them individually in 
their own articles, so I won’t do that here.  However, I am also ‘new’ to my role as President this year, so 
let me briefly introduce myself.
 This will be my 38th season singing with HCS (if I did the math correctly!). I joined in fall 1986, a 
year after graduating from Lenior-Rhyne College (not University at that time) and having sung four years 
in the LR A Cappella Choir.  I have sung in church choirs since elementary school – or pretty much as long 
as I can remember – but I was looking for something “more than” or “in addition to” church after the 
deeply impactful experience at LR.  Music has always been my happy place – whether losing myself in 
worship music, where I definitely feel the closest to God, or just escaping the stress and worries of daily 
life with a pop tune or country concert!
 During those 38 seasons I have served on the Board multiple times as Treasurer and, most 
recently, served as VP, President, and Past President from 2015-2018…so this is not my first rodeo! I’m 
truly honored to be able to serve again this year as President, and to work with Dr. Ryan Luhrs and the 
2022-23 Board as we begin to execute the new vision and strategy developed by last year’s Board.  Thank 
you to all of those who put in so many hours and personal commitment to develop such a fantastic and 
detailed plan!
 I am currently a Finance Manager at Corning Incorporated, starting with them when I graduated 
in 1985, at what was then called Siecor.  Siecor was a joint venture between Siemens of Germany and 
Corning, which Corning bought out fully around 2001.  I graduated with degrees in Accounting and 
International Business, and Corning has allowed me to utilize both.  It has been a wonderful ride, but I 
am very excited to be retiring in Q1 2023.  Retirement will allow me more time to focus on my “other two 
jobs” – singing with and supporting HCS, and serving as Treasurer for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church (HTLC) 
in Hickory!  I have been an active member of HTLC since 1986…are you seeing a pattern?!
 I have two adult daughters – the loves of my life – Mikala, who lives in SC, and Ashley, who lives 
with me in Hickory.  Mikala will be getting married in February 2023 (yes, that helped me decide my 
retirement date), and I will get to add a wonderful son-in-law named Kyle Adair to our family.  So much 
to look forward to!
 We have lots to look forward to in our 45th season with you as well.  Look for information on 
what’s coming elsewhere in this newsletter, and join me as we prepare!

Sharon Foster Milligan
President, 2022-23 HCS Board of Directors

President’s Message & 
Introducing Sharon Milligan
 It’s hard to believe it’s already August 2022…and another season 
for the Hickory Choral Society is quickly coming to an end.  We will wrap 
up Season 44 with our Fall Concert in October, and immediately jump into 
Season 45 with our annual membership campaign and then our December 
Christmas concerts.  As they say, time flies when you’re having fun!!

Leave A Legacy!
Please remember the Hickory Choral Society with a gift 

in your will, trust, retirement account, or life insurance policy. 
Contact the HCS office for more information. 



Past President’s Message

Meet Kathy Ivey, 
Board Secretary
 I have sung with HCS for 31 years, and have served on its Board once before as 
secretary (2008-2010). Like most of the singers in HCS, I appreciate the opportunity 
this organization provides to be part of an excellent choral program. I agree fully with 
HCS’s mission to serve and educate the community, and beyond that, to participate 
in the healing of divisions in our society. I look forward to collaborating with other 
board members to promote the new and exciting strategic plan.

 The past year, during which I had the privilege of serving as president of 
the HCS Board, has been one of transition.  Following Don Coleman’s retirement in 
December 2019 after 42 years as our extraordinary Founding Conductor, we were 
fortunate to find another amazing musician to serve as our Artistic Director in Dr. 
Ryan Luhrs.  Unfortunately, 2020 brought us a worldwide pandemic, and singing 
was determined to be one of the fastest ways to spread the deadly virus.  As a 
result, our rehearsals and concerts were digital until August 2021.  We were finally 
able to then rehearse in person (albeit outside with accompaniment provided by 
the monotone cicadas), for an October outdoor concert under the Sails.  We also 
finally got to see you again in person - what a relief!

 I am a professor of English at Lenoir-Rhyne University, where I also direct the Writing Center. I grew up in 
North Carolina near Durham and earned a bachelor’s degree in English from Duke University and a Ph.D. from the 
University of Rochester in Rochester, NY.  While in Rochester I also administered the Writing Center at the Eastman 
School of Music. At Lenoir-Rhyne I teach both writing and literature. In Hickory I have served on the boards of the 
Women’s Resource Center and Hickory Public Libraries. Recently I have served as a member of the Hickory Branch of 
the NAACP and have enjoyed being part of the Tutoring Committee of that organization’s Task Force on Equity and 
Inclusion. I live with my two fur children, Percy and Vivian, and enjoy movies, British Crime Drama, and reading.

 With a return to in-person singing, we realized that we were looking at a new “normal,” not unusual following 
the retirement of a Founding Conductor.  It was time to look at the Board/Staff/Singer relationship parameters.  We 
decided to do a very healthy thing:  create a strategic plan with the help of an outside facilitator.  Many thanks to 
Gail Summer who chaired the Strategic Planning Committee and to Chorus America, one of whose Board members 
linked us with Nadine Wethington of Forte Leadership.  Nadine brought the members of the Strategic Planning 
Committee, the members of the Board of Directors, and the Artistic Director to work together as a team -- “Together 
in Harmony.”  Together, we fashioned Mission, Vision, and Values Statements that you’ll soon see in our soon-to-
be-rebranded newsletters and publications, as well as assignments that we’ll undertake over the next three years 
to ensure that HCS can continue to flourish and bring you the best in choral music.
 We are incredibly grateful to YOU, our steadfast Contributors, to the United Arts Council, the SALT Block, 
our advertisers and underwriters, our ushers and volunteers, and everyone who has lifted us up during this time 
of transition and immense change.  With YOUR encouragement we remain motivated to actualize our new Mission 
Statement: “Transforming lives through performance, support of music education, and advancement of social 
harmony in the North Carolina Foothills and beyond.”  THANK YOU for all of your support.  
 We look forward to seeing you at our Fall Concert and, after that, at our Christmas Concerts as we kick off 
our 45th season with immeasurable joy!

Susan Jarvis Goldstein



Children’s Summer Choral Camp
 A great time was had by all during our annual Children’s 
Summer Choral Camp. Twenty-eight young campers (rising 
4th - 6th grades) participated during Choral Camp week.  The 
repertoire for the week was:

“Pie Jesu” - Tom Shelton
“Festival Alleluia” - Allen Pote
“Fairest Lady” - Nick Page
“Sing to Me” - Andrea Ramsey
*I Sing Because I’m Happy - Rollo Dilworth (2 part)

 We were pleased to work with this year’s camp clinician, 
Mrs. Carla Reid.  Carla graduated from Western Carolina 
University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in piano performance 
and a Master of Arts in Piano Pedagogy.  She has been teaching 
Chorus at William Lenoir Middle School since 2000.

 Mrs. Reid was voted Teacher of the Year for William Lenoir Middle School in 2005-2006, and 
again in 2009-2010.  Her choruses have earned numerous superior ratings in performance and sight 
singing at Large Ensemble Music Performance Adjudication.  Her choruses have consistently earned 
superlative scores including Grand Champion Awards at choral competitions such as Fiesta-Val Music 
Festival in Atlanta, GA.  Mrs. Reid’s chorus regularly participate in NCMEA middle School Choral activities 
including Honor’s Chorus and All State Chorus.  The William Lenoir Chorus performed at the NCMEA 
In-Service Conference in 2008 as a featured middle school choir.  Reid has served as an accompanist for 
the NC Middle School Honor’s Chorus, NC Middle School All State, Caldwell County Choral programs 
and theater productions, and the Caldwell County All County Chorus, which she helped to form in 
2005.  She has been an active adjudicator, a guest lecturer for Appalachian State University, and an All 
County Clinician.  She received the “Loving Lenoir” Ambassador Award in 2015, the Director’s Award for 
Distinction in Musical Excellence from the Fiesta-Val Music Festival in 2012, and she was nominated for a 
Music Educator Grammy Award in 2013.  In 2014, she was named the Richard Keasler NC Middle School 
Chorus Teacher of the Year. Currently, she is serving as the Chair of the Middle School Choral Section of 
the North Carolina Music Educators Association. 
 Mrs. Reid is the organist/pianist at First Baptist Church Lenoir.  She resides in Lenoir with her 
husband, Terry, and their three children, Joseph, Anna Rose and Emmaline. Our collaborative pianist for 
choral camp was our very own Mary Texer.  It was a delight to have her at the keyboard. Our campers 
were blessed to spend the day with our Hickory Choral Society Volunteers each day.  The help of our 
volunteers was immeasurable and so appreciated.  Our volunteers who helped each day or assisted in 
setting up the stage were:

Nancy Beaty
Ken Beaty
Beth Brandes
Connie Burleson
Aleta Hoyle
Bucky Robbins
Renee Shatley

 A typical day at camp found singers rehearsing for 2 hours, break for a snack, and then exploring 
other SALT Block affiliates: the Hickory Museum of Art and the Science Center. Percussionist Rick Cline 
also led a drumming class. Camp times were 8:50 AM - noon. 

Pierson Shaw
Amy Sipe
Gina Smith
Rebecca Tanner
Nancy Toy
Chuck Yoder
Denise Filip



Scenes from Summer Camp

Member-At-Large:
Grant Logan
 Growing up in Catawba County, I was surrounded by people and 
organizations who wanted to nurture my love for music. I had the joy of 
participating in various choral programs throughout my time in Catawba 
County Schools, and I also found great satisfaction in participating in 
Lenoir Rhyne’s Youth Chorus (LYRC). From an early age, music became an 
incredibly important part of my life. 

 Thankfully, God placed the right people in my life at the right time, and that allowed me to take 
my love for music even further than I thought possible. After graduating from Fred T. Foard High School, 
I went on to Wingate University to study music education with an emphasis in choral music. The summer 
after my junior year in college I joined the Marine Corps Reserves, and have been proudly serving ever 
since. After graduating from Wingate University, I accepted the choral position at St. Stephens High 
School, and have been teaching there for 5 years now (this year will be number 6).
 Through my love for music, I found the love of my life, Morgan Logan! We love to tell the story 
about how even before we knew each other, we sang in the same choir together! It still amazes me how 
things work out! Two mutual friends (both choir people) introduced us, and the rest has been history! 
I am very blessed to call Morgan my wife, and we are both thrilled to be singing together in the Hickory 
Choral Society. Likewise, I was deeply honored this past season when Dr. Luhrs afforded me and several 
other local choir directors the opportunity to conduct the Hickory Choral Society on the 2022 “Home” 
performance. Needless to say, it was a wonderful experience and one that I will not soon forget! 
 In my free time I enjoy indulging in various hobbies such as: gaming, fishing, mountain biking, 
shooting sports, and bird watching. I look forward to serving the Hickory Choral Society as a newly 
elected member-at-large, and I greatly anticipate the opportunity to share in the gift of music with you 
all throughout the coming years. 



 Summer is waning and fall is waiting around the 
corner. It always seemed like a conundrum to me that the 
excitement of a beginning for a new school year comes as 
summer turns to fall and nature winds down in preparation 
for winter. Nature may wind down, but people wind up 
with autumn’s arrival.

A Note from Our 
Vice President

 HCS winds up as well after a summer period of rest and renewal. This past year, the HCS Strategic 
Planning Committee (Nancy Beaty, Beth Brandes, John Bray, Linda DiCianni, Susan Goldstein, Justin 
Johnson, Kate Lawhorn, Marty Light, Ryan Luhrs, Don Mott, Timothy Penn, Gail Summer, Chair) joined 
with the 21-22 Board of Directors to engage in a strategic planning process to chart our course forward as 
we came out of the worst of the pandemic and began to sing in person again. The effort, which the group 
dubbed “Together in Harmony” examined our Mission, Vision and Values in order to assure we reflected in 
words what we strive to create through our work and performance in the community. We also developed 
tasks around four strategic priorities. You will begin to see this work emerge over this coming year. Look for 
further announcements in forthcoming newsletters!
 Also, be on the lookout for our annual Membership Drive brochure. We couldn’t do what we do 
without the generosity of our contributors; we are deeply grateful for each and every one of you! As an 
affiliate of the United Arts Council of Catawba County, our fundraising drive time starts in mid-to-late 
October, so expect to see that brochure in your email or mailbox around that time. We close our annual 
campaign within a month or so of opening, so your prompt reply is appreciated. Thank you in advance for 
your support of the Hickory Choral Society. We look forward to seeing you in the audience this year as we 
begin to live into our new Vision:  Inspiring, Educating, and Connecting Through Song!

Gail Summer

2023 Summer 
Children’s Choral Camp Information

Monday - Friday, June 19 - 23, 2023      
8:45 AM - 12:00 PM 

SALT Block ~ Price: $35.00

A one week, half-day (8:45 AM - 12:00 PM) summer choral camp for 
rising 4th - 6th grade students to gain basic choral fundamentals through 
vocal classes. There will be a parent/family/friend observation time on 
Friday.    hickorychoralsociety.org/choral-camp

Please contact HCS office at noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org or 
828-322-2210 for more information.



Fall Concert to 
Include Guest Conductors

 HCS is excited to welcome Frances Fonza and Brandon Boyd as Fall Concert guest conductors. 
In addition to their university teaching responsibilities, both directors are frequent festival conductors 
and published scholars, sharing a particular interest in choral music as a means to foster community 
partnerships and social connection.

Dr. Frances Fonza is the Visiting Director of Choral 
Activities at the University of Central Arkansas 
where she teaches conducting, choral literature, 
and conducts the Concert Choir and Chamber 
Singers. Prior to appointment at UCA, Dr. Fonza 
held positions at Stephen F. Austin State University 
(TX), Tarleton State University (TX), Wittenberg 
University (OH), Duke Ellington School of the 
Arts (MD) and Mt. Ennon Baptist Church (MD). In 
addition to community partnerships, her research 
interests include healthy singing in Gospel music 
and tone building strategies used in the choral 
classroom. She holds degrees from the University 
of Missouri-Columbia (B.M.E) and Florida State 
University (M.M and Ph.D.)

Dr. Brandon A. Boyd is Assistant Director of 
Choral Activities and Assistant Professor of Choral 
Music Education at the University of Missouri-
Columbia where he teaches conducting and music 
education coursework and directs the MU Glee 
Club and Concert Chorale. An active composer 
and arranger, his music is performed by ensembles 
throughout the United States and abroad. In 2017, 
he served as Sante Fe Desert Chorale’s Composer-
in-Residence. Dr. Boyd performs frequently as a 
collaborative pianist, and in 2020, made his debut 
with the London Symphony Orchestra under 
the baton of Maestro André Thomas. He holds 
degrees from Tennessee State University (B.S.M) 
and Florida State University (M.M. and Ph.D.)

 Together with HCS Artistic Director and Conductor Ryan Luhrs, Fonza and Boyd have led choral 
festivals and concerts that sought to strengthen community in Tallahassee, FL; Cuthbert, GA; and Louisville, 
KY. In 2017, the trio led a one-day choral event at First Baptist Church in Hickory that brought together the 
Lenoir-Rhyne A Cappella Choir and nearly 100 singers drawn from area church choirs. The Fall Concert will 
feature music by Rosephanye Powell and Jeffrey Ames, African American contemporary Gospel music by 
Jason Clayborn, Diane White, and the HCS in-person premiere of Karen Marrolli’s “Undivided,” a selection 
first recorded virtually by the Choral Society and area choirs in the fall of 2020.



HCS Board of Directors

HCS Staff

Sharon Milligan
     President
Gail Summer
     Vice President
Susan Goldstein
     Past President
Linda DiCianni
     Treasurer
Kathy Ivey
     Secretary
Kellie Light
     Member-at-large
Marty Light
     Member-at-large
Grant Logan
     Member-at-large
Gene Teague
     Property
Lu Litton Griffin
     Publicity

Ryan Luhrs
     Artistic Director & Conductor
Renee Shatley
     Interim Associate Conductor
Denise Filip
     Interim Business Manager
Mary Texer
     Accompanist

Mailing Address: 
243 3rd Avenue NE Suite 2-N 

Hickory, NC  28601 
 

Telephone:   
828-322-2210 

 

Office Hours:   
Monday, Wednesday, Friday  

10:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
 

noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org 

Website:   
www.hickorychoralsociety.org 

Hickory Choral Society is a funded affiliate of the United Arts Council of Catawba County.

Help HCS “Go Digital!”
We are trying to minimize our use of paper and catch up with the 

virtual revolution! If you have not already done so, please provide us 
with your email address so that we can ensure you continue to receive 
all our newsletters and other communications. You may call the office 

with your information, or email it to us at 
noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org

This will be the last newsletter that we mail out to all singers and 
contributing members. If you would prefer printed copies, please 

contact the office to let us know and we will be happy to provide on an 
as needed/exception basis.

Upcoming Concerts
FALL CONCERT

P. E. Monroe Auditorium, LRU
Sunday, October 23 3 PM

COOKIES AND CAROLS CHILDREN’S CONCERT
1st Weekend in December

SALT Block, Drendel Auditorium
Saturday, December 3  11 AM

CHRISTMAS CONCERTS 
2nd Weekend in December 
Corinth Reformed Church

Friday, December 9 | 7:30 PM 
Saturday, December 10 | 3 & 7:30 PM 

Sunday, December 11 | 3 PM 

HCS Music Available All Year Long!
We have many of your favorite Hickory Choral Society performances 
available on CD and/or DVD for purchase at the Choral Society office. 
Prices start at $16.00. What a wonderful gift for a special occasion—

the gift of music from the Hickory Choral Society! If you are looking for 
that certain concert recording, give us a call at 828-322-2210. Many of 
our CD’s are also available for purchase in the Hickory Museum of Art 

Gift Shop. 

Sing With Us!
HCS Auditions by appointment only. Please contact our office at 

noteworthy@hickorychoralsociety.org or 828.322.2210 to make an 
appointment.


